
Categories



What category does this belong to?

and what category would it belong to if you poured soup into the same container?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oArst6JaE1w

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oArst6JaE1w


What category does this belong to?

and what category would it belong to if you poured soup into the same container?



Which of these is the basic level 
categories, which are superordinate 

and which subordinate?  Why?

• fork

• silverware/utensils

• salad fork



Which of these is the basic level 
categories, which are superordinate 

and which subordinate?  Why?

1) truck

2) pencil

3) tree

4) Coke

5) red

6) periwinkle

7) kid goat

8) poodle



Name this category.
What is the category based on?



Name this category.
What is the category based on?

Shiwilu Classifiers, from Pilar Valenzuela, Chapman University
http://linguistics.berkeley.edu/~fforum/handouts/valenzuela_fforum_shiwilu_slides.pdf

http://linguistics.berkeley.edu/~fforum/handouts/valenzuela_fforum_shiwilu_slides.pdf


Name this category.  What kind of 
category is it? 



What phenomenon are these words 
an example of?

Hint: do they all mean exactly the same thing?

• How many windows are there in your living 
room?

• This room is too dark; we're going to have to cut 
a new window in that wall.

• They've just delivered our new windows.

• This window has rotted; we're going to have to 
replace it.

• The kids were playing ball and broke a window.



Which of these is most likely an 
American’s prototype for dog?

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.



Which of these is most likely an 
American’s prototype for dog?

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.



Quickly describe the following:

• The ideal Berkeley student:

• The stereotypical Berkeley student:

• The typical Berkeley student:

• The nightmare Berkeley student:


